
CANYON COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION[image: ]
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD
Thursday, February 18, 2021
8:00 P.M.

1ST FLOOR PUBLIC MEETING ROOM SUITE 130, CANYON COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Commissioners Present:	Robert Sturgill, Chairman
				Patrick Williamson, Vice Chairman
				Sandi Levi, Secretary
				John Carpenter, Commissioner
				Scott Brock, Commissioner
				
Staff Members Present:	Patricia Nilsson, Director
				Julianne Shaw, Planner
Kellie George, Recording Secretary

Chairman Robert Sturgill called the meeting to order at 8:07 p.m.
Commission Secretary Levi read the testimony guidelines and proceeded to the business item on the agenda.

Action Items Case No. CU2020-0016: SpeedyQuick Networks, Inc. is requesting a conditional use to emplace a 62 foot tall by 18 inch wide, wireless internet tower, on property addressed as 28111 Cemetery Road, Middleton, on parcel number R37822. The parcel is further known as SE TX 06050 IN SESE Section 12, T5N, R3W, B.M. Canyon County, Idaho.
Commissioner Williamson declared he was a tower host for a different provider. No conflicts or other declarations were stated by the Commission.
Planner Julianne Shaw presented the staff report. She reviewed the code enforcement notification that a pole had been placed on the site without a building permit. There is a condition requiring the applicant to obtain a building permit.  She reviewed the public comment received and the late exhibit.
Commissioner Brock declared he knows the owner but has not seen him in a long time.
The chair entered the late exhibits into the record.
John Silva, 12893 Guffey Lane, Melba, ID, testified in support of the application as the applicant. He said the company has been working in the area for 18 years.  This location will provide better service to their customers in that area.
Commissioner Williamson asked what the expected lifespan of the wood pole. Mr. Silva replied they have been using utility poles for about 12 years.  Lower quality poles lasted about 10 years. Now they used better quality (Class II) pole and they expect a lifespan in excess of 10 years.  He then asked Mr. Silva to describe Slide 2 of the PowerPoint where the tower is currently located.  Mr. Silva is was along the property line to the west of existing house.  He asked if the poles are designed to handle high winds.  Mr. Silva replied they have not had issues with high winds for poles on other sites that are subject to high winds. The equipment is small and designed to reduce the wind load.
Chairman Sturgill asked about the data he provided about the radiation. He asked if it could be translated to watts. Mr. Silva that is a common concern they hear.  Their equipment is regulated by the FCC and they have to comply with FCC standards. It is all lower power, low voltage equipment.  Mr. Silva that the three frequency bands operated at 19 DBM (.8 watt), 33 DBM (2 watts) and 24 DBM (.25 watt).  Mr. Silva said these types of relay sites run at a lower power of about 2 amps.
Lola Andrews, 28133 Cemetery Road, Middleton, ID, testified as neutral to the application.  She asked what the green circle on the aerial signified.  She also asked if approved additional equipment would be able to be placed on the pole.  She asked if the pole could be screened by vegetation.  She asked how close it was to the fence line.
Dina Bostock, 28143 Cemetery Road, Middleton, ID, testified as neutral to the application. She asked if the pole would have to have lighting or beacons. She is concerned if it would be easy to modify the tower.  She asked how the tower will be maintained and how it will affect the existing bridge if large vehicles are travelling over the bridge.
Commissioner Williamson stated how the pole on his property is maintained.
Dennis Richardson, 28201 Cemetery Road, Middleton, ID, testified in opposition to the case. He asked why the pole was placed without a permit.  He asked why it is only 6 inches from the property line. He does not want exposure encroaching onto his property.  The green circle does not show the location of the pole. He is converting his power to underground. It sticks out like a sore thumb. 
Commissioner Carpenter asked if he could define “significant”.  He replied that it would be a distance that the exposure does not spill over onto his property.
John Silva, 12893 Guffey Lane, Melba, ID, provided rebuttal testimony.  He explained that he was not aware that a building permit was required. They didn’t apply power or equipment until this permit was resolved. They had no problem moving it once the process was concluded. They have no intention to adding lights. They don’t use large trucks for maintenance. They use a ladder and climbing harness for the technicians to maintain the pole and equipment. They may visit the site about 6 times per year.  
Chairman Sturgill asked if they would be adding height or equipment to this location.  Mr. Silva replied they have no intentions of increasing the height or adding equipment. They do not sublease to other services or providers.
Commissioner Carpenter asked if he was opposed to moving the pole significantly away from the property line.  He replied he does not oppose moving the pole. He does not want to have conflict with the neighbors.
Lori Spratley, 28111 Cemetery Road, Middleton, ID, provided additional rebuttal testimony as the property owner.  
Planner Shaw and Director Nilsson offered suggestions on the placement of the pole.

Commissioner Carpenter suggested a 30’ foot setback from the property line and to strike Condition 3d.

Commissioner Williamson agreed with Commissioner Carpenter. 

MOTION:  Commissioner Carpenter moved to close public testimony on Case CU2020-0016, seconded by Commissioner Williamson.  Voice vote, motion carried.

MOTION: Commissioner Williamson moved to recommend approval of the Findings of Facts, Conclusions of Law and modified conditions of approval to delete Condition 3d and add Condition #4 to require the pole be sited a minimum of 30’ from the west property line on a line with the front of the shop structure to the west property line for Case CU2020-0016 to the Board of Canyon County Commissioners.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Brock.  Roll call vote with 5 in favor and 0 opposed, motion carried.  

Commissioner Williamson moved to adjourn. Commissioner Carpenter seconded the motion. Voice vote, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.



[bookmark: _GoBack]						Approved this 4th day of March, 2021
						___________________________________
                                						Robert Sturgill, Chairman


ATTEST
_______________________________________
Kellie George, Recording Secretary
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